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Laurence turned and beheld his bro

tbr In another Instant the two young
men had clinched and were rolling pn
the ground wrestling and striking ac
cordIng to their ability Sholo might
easily have had the better of the fray
but for the fact of Laurences recent
degradaUon for the elder brother was
the taller by an inch and of a frame ot
L dy more lIthe and supple But the

Duracy of Laurence MacKims shape
and the severe training of the smithY
nd not left a superfluous ounce of
lhsh on him anywhere

In I minute the brothers had become
the center of a riotous laughing throng
or varlets archers seeking their corps

squires sent by theIr lords toJOUlg the exact positions allotted to
each contingent hy the provost of ther can p FQr athe wrappenshaw was
to le o tliiee days duraton In all its
nobler part a widerness tents had
already aise the scat
tertd white thorns of the great Bore
laad croft which stretched up from the
river-

These al laughed and jested afertheir encouraging the
light It out and naming Laurence the
Brock or l3adcpr from his stoutness
and slim Sholt the Whiterck or <one might say the WeaelAt him Whltericlc him Grip
him NoWyou him at the pinch
Wel Brock Tis a whoves on
Brock Good Brock Well done Well
o n Ah wcld you Hands of that
dagger Let fisticuffs settle The
W12tterjclc bath Itthe Wljltterick

And thus ran the comment Sholo
Eirb encumbered wih arorrene might In have goten the

UIfer gril but a uredcompletely altered the character
of the conflict A stout reddish young
man came up holding In his had a
stJf painted with twinIng strIpes of-
white and red whIch showed him to be-
th marshal of that pat of the cap
which pertained to the Earl of Angus
Be looked on a moment from the skirts
of the crowd and then elbowed hIs ay-
selfimportantly Into the center until
he stood Immediately about Lauren-
ceaJ Sholto

men this hubbub I say
Quit your hold there and come with
roe My Lord of Angus shall settle
this dispute

He had come up just when the young
I won were In the fnal grips Sholto at

last having will of his bro-
therst bend and as the saying is was
giving him Dutch spice in no very
krghtly fashion

The Angus marshal seeing this
seized Sholto by the collar pf his mailed
shirt and drawing him suddenly back
caused hIm to lose hold of his brother
who as quickly rose to his feet The
red man began to beat Sholto aboutr the headpiece righti heartily with his
staff which exercise made a geatt ringing noise though naturally
aLii ep being the work of Malise-
ThRim little harm ensued to the
lei elosed therein

ibt Master Laurence was instantly
on Pr-

olere Foxyface he cried let my-
brctier abe What business is it ofI ycurs If twk gentlemen have a differ
0110 Go tnfek to your Angus kernes
and ragged crwbole Highland folk

Mantlme Sholto hnd recovered from
hi surprise and the crowd of varlets
was melting apace thinking the Anl-
umlri

I

a srmeon of consequence But
the brthr MacKim were not the lads
to tak beating with a stick meekly

f Id thC provoqt who indeed had oth
lag to the Galloway part of
thf encampment had far better havet oCned his officiousness to his own

J quarts
Take him on the right Sholto cried

Lturence and I nII have at him from
this side The Tied Angus drew his
fnrd and threatened forthwith to slay I

Hp lads If they came near him But
with a spring like a gray grlmalkin of
tht winds Sholto leaped within his

L gurd ere he lied time to draw back hiS
arm for thrust or and at thelJrrcame moment Lurence snatching thb
rEd and whie of his han-

dprt Isturdy a blow between
th shouLders that though he was of

Eight equal to both of his opponents
he waknocked breathless at the frt4 went down beneath the
pctus of Shoios attack

001 disengaged his broth
t or rind began thrash the Angus man

with his own staff pon all expose-
dpatatill the dry rood lrok Th1iii1ie
throw the plees at his head and the
IWO Irctler went 01 arm In arm to
Vd a woody covert in which the repair
damages against the weapon showing
and the inspection of their lrd and hiS

t lenecd master armorer
i As soon athey had discovered such
f
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Liudezay End Smiled at mm
While the French Lady Pinned On
the Cross

sequestered bolt Laurence who had
frequent experIence of such rughand
tumble encounters strIpped oft his dou-

blet of purple velvet and turning the
sleeve inside out he showed his brother
that it Was lined wih a rough surfaced
felt cloth the nature of
teasle This beIng rubbed briskly upon
any dusty garment or fouled armor

i most excellent for restorIng theprove
ad beauty The young men

being jLS it were born r the trade
and knowing that thelraraent must I

their fathers inexorable eye ahmet along lines with the earlpasse
rubbed and polished their best and
when after half an hours work

r each the other not a I

exaineor ler to tel of the various
I

I

1
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casual incidents of the morning Two
bright freshcolorj youths emerged
from theIr thicket Immaculately clOAl
and with countenanced of such cherubic-
innocence that my Lord Abbot Wil
lam of the great Cistercfn abbey of

Cot loking upon as with
bare bowed heads they knelt rever-
ently on one knee to ask his blessing
said to his train They look like two
young angels It Is a shame and a sin
that two such fair innocents IJhould be
compelled to jci in aught rude than
the chatng L psalms in holy serice I I

Whereat one of his company who had
been witness to their treatment of the
Angus provost and also of Laurences-
encounter with the knight of the black
armor was seized incontinently with a-

ft of coughing whIch almot choke
Bless you my sons said the abbot

I will speak to my nephew the earl
concerning you Your faces plead for
you Evil cannot dwell in such fair
boie What are your names

younger knelt with his fngrIjoined md his eyes meekly
grass while Sholto who had rIsen
stood quietly by with his steel cap In
his hand

Laurence MacKim said the young-
er modest without venturing to risehis eyes the ground and this is-

m brother Sholto
Can YOU sin nrettv boy said theP un

abbot to Laurence
We have never been taught an

I swered Sholto But his brother feel
iig that he was losing chances broke

I

in

ness
I can sing if It pleases Jour hol I

And what can you sing sweet lad
sId the abbotsmiling with expectation
and setting his hand to his best ear to
assist his increasing deafness

Shut fools mouth said Shol-
to Jourunder breath to his brother

Shut your own Tis ugly aa rat-
trap at any rte responded Laurence
in the same key Teen aloud to the
abbot he said An t please you sir
I can sing 0 Mary Queen

The abbot smiled well pleated
Ah exceedingly proper song to the

honor of the queen of heaven he de
voutiy crosed himself at the name r
knew that I could not be mistaken in
you

Your pardon mot reverend inter
jected Sholto anxIously please you
to excuse my brother His voice hath
just broken and he cannot sing at
preent Then under his breath lIe

Laurie MacKim you God
forgotten fool if you sing that song
you vill have us both stripped in a
trIce and whipped on the bare back for
insolence to the uncleearsG said I will sing

cock is monstrous deaf at any
rateSing said the abbot I would hear
you gladly So fair a face must be ac-
companied by the pipe of a nightngleB-
esides we sorely need a
qoire at SweetheartSo this fashion the
daring I urerce bean
Xae priests aboot me slum be seen
To mumble pryers baith morn and een-
I swap them a arQuean

Ill bid use mass for me be sung
Dies me dies Irae

Nor clnklng bells for me be rung
Sic solet lerI gang ray ways to Iar Qucm-

Ah very good very good truly
said the abbot thrusting his hand Into
his pouch beneath his gown Here
are two gold nobles for thee sweet laand another for your brother
countenance is somewhat less sweet
You have sung well to the
our lady What did you say your name
was Of a surety we must have you
at Sweetheart And you have the Lat-
in toaII heard in the hymn It is

a thing most marvelous Verily the
very unction of grace must have vIsit
ed you in your cradle

Laurence held down his head with
all his native modesty but the more
open Sholto grew red In the face hear
ing behind him the tittering and
shouldersh3dng of the priests and

senats the s irain and
being sure that they would inform their
master a soon ahe passed bY con
cerning the true import ot Master
Laurences song He was muttering a
rapid reiatve 0 ia1t wait Larieti get you on the Carlin
wark A sore back and a stiff
slInfui of bones shalt thou have and
not an inch of hide on thee that Is
not black and blue Amen he added
stopping his maledictlons qUickly for
at that moment the abbot came some
what quickly to the end of his bone
dIction

The great churchman rode away on
his fair whie palfrey horse vitIi a
smile ad backward wave of his

I hand
I will speak to n nephew concern

cried
ing you this very day my child lie

I Xnd tl1 countenance of the most
gentle out kept is sweet innocence
apd topI lat but that
of Sholo adark and frowning

CHAPTt X
THE BRAES OF ALl GHIE-

B 10 of the clock the braes of Da
maghie were a sight most glorious to
look upon Well nigh 100men were
gathercd there of whom 50 were
wel mounted knights and ful equip
l> menatarms every of them
ready to thrust a lance or rIde a
charge

The line of the tents which had been
ret up extended from wellnigh oppo
site the island caste of Thrieve to the
kirkhill of Balmaghle Every knights
following was strictly kept within Its
own pale or fence ot green wands set
baketwise pointed and thrust into
the earth like the trap spring of those
who catch mowdiewut Many also
were the quaels bickerings of
the squires who had been sent forward
to choose and arrange the several en
campments NGr were rough and
tumble fights such awe have seen
the l1aims indulging In thought de

the dignity of any save
belted knlhts

Each camp displayed the banner of
its own lord but higher than all from
the top of eer mound and broomy
hillock banner of the over
lord This was the white lon of Gallo
way on a ground of blue ad beneath
It but on the same a nennon
whereon was the bleeding heart of the I

Douglas famiy I
The set up on the level-

meadow that Is called the boatcrofL
At either end a pavion had been erect-
ed and the lst strongly fenced-
in with a rsinr tier of seats for the
ladies aon side and a throne In
the for the Douglas himself aI

high and anobly upholstered aIf the
king of the Scot had been presIding-
in persn

At 10 by the gat sun dial of Tlirleve
the earl ared complete armor of
rae work daasceed with gold and
bearIng In had truncheon of
commander rode first through the
fords of Lcha and Immediately after
hIm cae David a tall
handsome boy whose ole skin and
l ghbredbeauty Douglas

Next rode the Earl of Angus a red
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foxyfeatured man with mean and
shifty eyes He sat his horse awkward-
ly perpetually bunching his shoulders
forward aif he feared to fall over his
beasts head And saving among hIs
own company UP inand1d him any
honor which caused him to grin wihwicked sidelong smiles Jf hate rDenvy

Then mid the sboutng of the pso
pIe thett milkiyhlte
palfrey Margaret the earls only sIster
already famous over all Scotland athe faIr maid of Galloway With her
rode one who in the esteem of most
who saw the pair that day was yet a
rarer hewer even Maud Lmndesay who
had come out of the bleak north to
keep the lonely little maid company
For Margret of Douglas was yet no
more tha chid but Maud Lindesay
sas Iii year age and in thEfirst perfect bloom of her beauty
Behind came the whole array of the

knights and barons who own allegiance
to the DouglasHerons and Mazwells-
Ardweil Maeulochs Gordons from the
Glen of Agnews and Mac
DOals from the shlresicle But above

outnumbering all there were
the lesser chiefs of the mIghty neDouglases of the north Moray and Or
mont among them These noble young
sons of James the Gross of Avondale
rode nearest their cousIn the head of
the clan Then came Douglases of the
border Douglnses of the Hermitage of
Henfrew of Dougladale Every thirdmn in that great company which
splashed and caracoled through the
fords of Lochar was a William a James
or an Archibald Douglas The king
Imself could not raised i alScotland such a following and
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Took the of Her mid Led Her the Stand

wonder if the heart of the young
smalexpanded within him

soon after the arrIal ofPresent the wrppenshaw
setin array and company by pan
the long double line extended as far as
the eye could reach tom north to
south along the side brad and
sluggishmoing river

virtue of his courage
and good marksmanship had been
placOd over the archer company which
waited on the rIght of the ford fell in
behInd the of the earl He wascortere
first man have his equipment-
examined and his weapons obtained as
they deserved the commendation of his
liege lord and the grim unwIlling ap-

proval of the master armorerlalseunerring eye could not deteC so
much aa speck on a shirt of mal d

of rust on the waist pIece of
shining steel

Then the earl rode down the lines-
and remembering the encounter-
amongSholo dust of the roadway
breathed more freely when he saw his
fathers backAnd day the heart of the
Douglas must have been proud and
high within him for there they stood
company behind ordered company the
men on whom he could count to the
death And the lad of 18 who in Scot
land was greater than the king looked
upon their steadfast with
swelling heart

The abbot had made particular in
quiries where Laurence wastatoned
which was in the archer company
the laird of Kelton Most of the monk
ish band had been made too happy by
the deceptibn practiced on the abbot
concerning Mary Quean and were too
desirous to have such to play
pranks in the dull tell any
tales on Laurence MacKim But one
Berguet a Belgian prIest who had
begged his way to Scotland and whose

i

nature was that of a spy and a syco
pliant and volunteered theapproacled abbot that this lad I

to whom lie was desirous of showing
favor was ribald and hypocritical

what said the abbot A bodle j
for thy Illset tongue false loon dost
think I did not hear him sing his fair
and seemly orisons I tel thee rude
outland jabberer that I am a Douglas j

and have ear than those of any
Frenchman that ever breathed For I

this thou shal kneel six nights on the
cold stone the holy chapel house i

and say of paternosters 10000 and of
miserres thou shalt sing 100 And this
shall chance to teach thee to be scater
with thy breath when thou speaket to j

the abbot of the Foundaton Devorglconcerning men
The priest gasped and fell back and

none other was found with aught to
say against Master Laurence which
considering the 10000 paternosters and i

the 300 mlsereres was not unnatural f
As the earl passed was

noyed by tile Iterated requests of his
uncle to be informed when they should
conic to the company ot the laird of
Kelon And the good abiet being iiL

men apt to speak a little loud
did not improve matters by constantly
making remarks behind his hand i pm
the appearance or character faa known
to him of the various dependents of
the Douglas house who had come out
to show their loyalty and exhibIt their
preparedness for battle

And thus It was The earl
come in his Inspection to a corn

pany of Solwuslde menstfjolnted
fishers of salmonnets
ishes of Terrick or Btrge or a it
might be cols the rock
scarps of Colvend scrambler after
wild birds nests on perilous heuchs
and poacher on the deer prEserves of
Cloak Moss as often as they had a
chance Then the earl having zeal
ousiy commended the particular Barn
bachlc or Munches who led them alwpuld be peace and concord till out
the crowd behind would issue the
growling comment of his uncle the
abbot of Duce Co-

rcosefstedA old thief The
He will surely fo Inply Last Shrovetide did he not drive

off five of our best mUch cows and hath
refused to restore themsteadfast mnrnatha to his vie boy

and cndemned his soul
Every this cnmcat and ad

I ditlon
concerned

was hearby the p ron most

Or It might be Henry Amilliganhis
mothers And his fa-

thers sono wottoo only one could
knoli who he father was Thedevil-
dweli In hIs fat belly Exorcise to-

Sit went on tilt the temper of tile
earl of Gailoway was stranedalmpst to the braking

wIshed not to cause disturbance
among so great company and fIn
day of suClf

At last they came to the muster of
the cleanrn lmber lads of Kelon ar-
tificers mosty stated retainerof
the its various adjacent-
bourgs of Carlinwick Ithonohouse Gel
ston and Mains of Thrieve

Sonic one ImmedIately took the abbot
by the elbow and shouted in his ear
that this was the company he desired
to see Then he rode forward to the
left hand of hIs nephew as Malice and
he passed slowly down the line exam-
ining the weapons

Laurenoe MaeKim I would see Lau
rencMacKim crIer the abbot hold
ing up his hand as in the chapel of
his monastery The earl stopped and
Malise turned right about on his heel
In geat astonishment

wihour Lurie he muttered Surel
cnnot gotten into mischief with

the lasses already But I hennaIh-
enna When I was 1G I can mindI
can mind And the loon may well be
his fathers own son

And Malice the man of brawn
watched out of his quiet gras eyes the
face of Abbot William wondering what
was to come next
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Laurence stood forth at a word of
command from the earl He saluted
and then dropped the poInt of his sword
meekly upon the grqund HIs white
and rose cherubs Xttcb expressed the

I utmost goodness and Innocence
Dear kinsman said the abbot to his

i nephew I have a request to prefer
which I hope you will grant though it
deprIve you of one retainer This
youth Is not fit company for rude sol-
diers and millers of the crip His
mInd is already on hIgher thhigs He
hath god clerky also being
skied in the humanities a I have
hear proven with mine own ears His
grace of language and deportment is
manifest and lie easing the swe-etest
and most spiritual songIn praise of
Mars and the saints have him
in our choir at Sweetheart abbey
where we have much need both of avoice such as his ana also of a youth
whose sanctity and innocence will
leaven with the grace of the spirit the-
neophytes of our college and the con
skieration of which may even brIng re
pentance into older and more hardened
hearts

Malise MacKim could not believe his
ears a he listened to the abbots
rounded periods But all the same his
gray eyes twinkled his mouth slowly-
drew Itself together into the round of
an 0 from which Issued a long low

him
whstIe perfect audible to all abut

Lord have mercy on the innocence
and cloistered quiet of the neophytes If
they get our Lnrrie for an eztmple
away
muttered Ialse to himself as be turned

Even the young earl smied perhaps
rememberng the last had seen

him clutching and
tearing like a wildcat at his brothersthroat In the smithy at

You desire the life of a clerk said
Lord William pleasantly to Laurence
He would gladly have purchased his
uncles at even a greater price

If your lordship please said Lau-
rence meekly adding to himself It
cannot be so hard work as hammering-
at the forge and If I like it not why
then I can always run away

You think you have a cal to become
a holy clerk

I feel it here quoth Mater Lau-
rence hypocritically indctng correct
ly however the organ wants
have made clerks of so mathat is
the stomach

Earl William smied yet more broad
1iy but gone he said

Mthe uncle here is the lads father-
Malise MacKim my master armorer
anti rIght good servant Ask him con-
cerning his son

ris all up a rotten tree now mut-
tererl Laurence My father will reveal
ill

Malise aKim smiled grimly but
with n salutation to the dignitary of
Lhe church and relative of his chief
he snid Truly I had neverthougIt i

of this my son as
clerk But r will not stand in the way
of his advancement or thwart your
favor Tale him for year ona triaand if you can make a monk ofI do so and welcome r recommend a

I leathern strap wel hardened to the
fire for the making a begin-
ning

He shal Indeed have penance if
he need For the good of the soul
must the body Suffer said Abbot Wlsententiouslylam I

Saints bones and cracklings mut
tered Laurence This is none so chee-
rful But I can always run away If the

grows over limber and then let
them catch me if they can Sholto w1help me

I Fall out commanded the earl-
sharply and join yourself to the com-
panyI ofAbbot William Come lIalsewe lose our time

Thus was one of our hees brought
Into the way of becoming a learned and
holy clerk Rut those who knew hIm
best
trarCI-

geed that he had a far road to

CHAPTER XTHE AMBASSADOR OF FRANCE
The nr had almost arrived at tn

pavilion erected at the southern end of
I the jousting meadow when a gust of
cheering borne along the lines a-

d
1I I

1b

nounced the aIvaof a belated corn
pan The young glanced north
ward with Intent to discover by their
pennons who his visitors might be But
the dIstance was too great and blent-
flcation was made more difficult by the
swarming of the populace round the
newcomer So being unable to male
the matter out Earl William dis
patched his brQther DavId to bringlhim
word of their quality

Presently Jrdnever and before David
Douglas retJrn shouts of Avondale
Avondalefrom the men of Lanark
shire informed the young earl of the
name of one at least of those who had
arrived A frown darkened his brow so
quick and angr that it showed the-
consideration in which the Douglas held
his grandunclo James the Gross earl
of Avondale

I hope at least he said in a low
voIce to Malise who stood half a step
behind him that my cousins Will and
James have come with them They are
good metal for a tourney and worth
breaking a lance wIth

By this tme the bannerof the vie
Items could seen crossing the fords
of Locha while high advanced above
all private pennons two standards could
be seen the royal banner of Scotandand close beside the rampant lon
lies of France

BrIde cried the earl have they
brought the king of Scots to visi me
His majesty had better ben his
hornbook or playing bal in the tennis
court of Sterling

Then came David Black riding swif
1 on his fIne dark chestnut

free from the mantle in whIch the
horses of knights were swathe and
havInS its mae and lef long

galant show as the threw

I horsemanship
haunches in his pride

William said DavId Douglas a
word in your ear brother The whole
trIbe are herefat Jamie and all hIs
clan

The brotherconferred a little apart
for in those troubled tinfes
learned caution early and though the
Douglas was the greatest man in Scot
land yet surrounded by meaner men
as he was it behooved him at all times
to be jealous of his life and hon

Earl Douglas came out of the slarrdInclosure of the tilt ring In orerceive his guests
First as an escort to the royal a-

mbasdor of France and Scotland who
came behind rode the Earl of Avon-
dale and his four sons noble young
men and al unlikely to have sprung
from such stock James the Gross
roe a broad Clydesdale mare a short

unwieldy man sitting squat on the
saddle like a frog astride the roof and
glancing sideways out of the pury rceases of his eyes

Behind him came his eldest son WI-
11am of a true Douglas countenance-
quick high and stern Then followed
James whose lithe body and wondrous
dexterity In arms was aredy winning
him repute as one bravest
knights In all ChrIstendom in every

and knightly exercise
Behind the Avondale Douglaes rode

two men abreast with a lady on a pal-
frey between them

The first to take the eye both by his-
stature and remarkable appearance
rode a charger covered from head to
tail In the gorgeous red and gold dia-
mond trappings pertaining to a mar-
shal of France kHe was in complete
armor and wore his visor down A long
blue feather floated from his helmet
falling almost upon the flank of his
horse A truncheon of gold and black
was at his side A pace behind him
the lies of France were displayed
foatng out languidly from a banner
staf the hands of a young squire

knight behind whom the banner
royal ot Scotland futered was a man
of different mould spare frame
seemed burled In the suit of armor
which lie wore somewhat awkwardly
His ascetic face looked more in
place

pae a monksh cloister than on a
knIghtly and he glancethis way and that with the

I furtive suspicIon of one who hle set-
ting one trap fears to be an-
other

But the lady who rode on a white pal-
freyI between thee two took all mens
regard even in the presence of a mar-
shal of France and a herald of the
king of Scots

The Earl Douglas having let his
eyes once rest upon her could not again
remove them being as it were fxedby greatness of the wonder
saw

It was the lady of the pavilion under-
neath the pines the lady otthe even
ing light and the midnIght storm

She was no longer clothed in simple
white but arrayed like akings daugh-
ter On her head aahigh peaked
coiffure from which there flowed down
agraceful cloud of finest lace This
even as the earl looked at her she
caught at with a bewitching gesture
and brought over her shoulder with
her gloved hand A closefitting robe
of palest blue outlined the perfectons
of her body A single
gold was embroidereon the breast of
her white the same device
appeared again and again on the white
housing of her palfrey

She sat In her saddle genty smiling
and looking down with
which was eiher the perfection of fin-
ished the expression of the
finest natural modesty

Strangely enough the first thought
whIch came to the Earl Douglas after
his surplse was one In which triumph-
was blended with mirth

t will the abbot and Maliseth1hof this he said half aloud And
he turned him about in order to look
upon the face of his master aorer-He found Mailse MacKIm ashen pale
and drawn of countenance the mouth
open and squared with wonder His
jaw was fallen slack and his hands
gripped one upon the other like those
of one praying to the saInts

The earl smiled and bidding Malice
unlace his helmet in compliment to his
guests he stood bareheaded before
them his head appearing above tleblackness of his armor bright as
flower with youth and instinct with the
fiery beauty of his race

It was James the Gross whn came
f ward to act as herald My well
beloved nephew lie began in some
what whining tones I bring you two
royal embassies one from the king of
France and the other from the kIng of
Scotland I have the honor to present
to you Marshal Gibe de Ret ambassa-
dor of the most Christian kIng Charles

who will deliver his maeVI message prsent1
The marshal who till now had kept

his visor down slowly raIsed it and re
vealed a face which after being once
seen could never aferward be banished
from the memory large gray
white countenance wIth high cheek
bones and colorless lips which were
continually working one upon the
other Black eyes were set close to
gether under heavy hairless brows and
a long thin nose curved between them
like the beak of aunclean bird

Earl Willian saId the marshal I
bid you greeting in the name of your

lee lord Charles king of France and
In that of his son the daupliln

Louis I bring you also a further token
oC their good iil In hat I hail you
heir to the great estates and dignities
of your father and grandfather dukeof Touraine and premier vassals of the
king of France

The young mn bowed but in spite of
the Interest of his message the marshal
caught lls eye resting upon the face of
the lady who rode beside hIm

To thIs I add that which save for
tbe message of the kn my master
ought fitly to have come first I pre
sent you to this fair lady my niece
the Damosel Sybilla de houar late
maid of honor to your high prIncess
Margaret of Scotland who of late hath
expanded into a yet fairep flower under
the sun of our land of France

The earl dismounted and threw th-
ereinof his horse to Malice whose face
wore an expression of bitterest disap
pointment and instinctive hatred Then
lie went to the side of the Lady Syb1a
and taking her had he bowehead over It touching it lips
with every token of respect Still bare-
headed he took the reins of her palfrey

f L

anB led her to the stand reserved forthe queen of beauty
Here being arrived the ear invited

her to dIsmount and occupy central
setTill your ariva it lacked an occu-
pant but today gods have been
good to the house of Douglas and for
the frt time since the death of my

see It filled
the lady consted andSmlng1 of his hand the Yi

ham Invited the Marshalde Bets
take the place on the other side of the
Lady Sybilla

Then turning haughty to the herald
of the king of ben stand
ing alone ho said And now sir what
would you with the Earl Douglas

The ascetic nonWsh man found his
words with little loss of time 8howin-
however no resentment for Earl V91

hams neglect of any reverence to the
banner under whose protection he
came

r Sir James IrvIng of Drum andaI stand here on behalof Alexander
Livingston guardian of the
King of Scots to invite your friendship
and aid The Lord Crcnton 5UUUUC
chancel0r of this realm rebeled

royal authority
tilled him In Edinburgh cate So both
Sir Livingston the most

Aeander queen mother desire the
assistance of the great power of the
Earl of Douglas to suppress the revolt

Scarcely had these words been ut-

tered when another knight stepped for
wad out of the train which had fol
lowed the Earl of Avondale

I nra here on behal of the chancellor
of Scotland who rebel against any
right authority but who wishes only to
bring this distracted realm back into
some assured peace and to deliver the
young king out ot the hands of Hatter
ers and letchers I have the honor 01
requesting on behalf of the chancel0r
of Scotland Sir WIlliam CrIchton
true representative of royal authority
the aid and alliance of my lord 01
Dougla

A smile of haughty contempt passed
over the face of the earl and he dis
missed both heralds uttering in the
hearing of all those words which after-
wards beCame so famouS over Scot

landLet dog eat dogwhat should the
lon care

CHTR X
MISTRESS MAUD LINDESAY

The sports of the first days of the
great wappenshaw were over The Lord
James Douglas second son of the gross
one had won the tourneyln by un-

horsing his opponents without even
breaking al lance Sholto MacKiln wore
on his cap tIle golden buckle of arch-

ery and took his way happily home
ward much uplifted that the somewhat

eyes of Mistress Maud Lin-

desayfrudulent smiled upon hIm while the
French lady was preenIng It there

The part of the great musterknighty
had gone to their tents and lodg-

ings The commonal were mostly
the vales andstrInging away

hill passes to their homes no longer ln
ordered companies but In bands of two
or three Disputes and misunderstand
Ing here and there between pica
of different

nose provinces The Galoway
men called Annrindale thilvesat
border men who came at the summons
of the hereditary warder ot the
Marches The borderer rEpIed by loud
bleatlngs whIch slgnined tlat held
the Galwegians of no better under
which rode home to ThrieyatO receive
standing than their native sheep

was a strange and varied companyI of the young earl of
Dou

hospialy Touraine Thetfitself being no more than a rail
caste fortress containing in addition-
to

I

the soldiers quarters only the
I

apartments desiZned for the family
and scant enough of those could not

of course accommodate so great a
company

But awas the custom at all geat
in Englandhouses though more

France than In povertystricken Scot-

land the Earl of Douglas had 1 store
an abundant supoly tents some of
them woven of arms and ornamented
with cloth of gold others of humbler-
but equally servIceable material

His mother the Countess of Douglas
who knew nothing of the occurrences of
the night of the great storm or gessed
at the suspicions of wIcheraf
diablerie which made hel the
breast of Malice the armorer
received her sons guests with distin

courtesy Malise nimself hadgfshed soon as he set eyes on the
companion of the Marshal de Ret to
fInd the abbot that they might
together only however to discover
that the gente churchman had quitted
the field as ahe had obtaned
the consent of his nephew to thc
session of the new chorister to whom
he had taken so sudden and violent a
tancy

Thhoofs of the whole cavalcade
gcrsooa sounding hollow and dul
upon the wooden bridge which

father had erected from the left
earls to the southernmost corner of the
Isle of Thrheve a brIdge which a single

of powder or even a few strokeschage
of woodmas ax would have been Ia 11 nnl hsulllclent to remove LUU uieoe u
which nevertheless enabled the castie
dwellers to avoid the extreme inconven-
ience of passing the ford at oil states
of the river

Sholto MacKimir with all the con
sciousness of 1 shining succes in tile
stiffness of the neck which uhet the
slight additional weight ot rl s
gold buckle in his cap found hImself
not wholly by accident In the Imme
diate neighborhood where his heats
beloved Maud Llndesay lIke a valiant
seneschal had kept her place alt day
close beside the maid of GaUowa aMargaret of Douglas was already
caled now the little girl was ntoro than
ever eaer to keeo near to her fair

gouvernante for the a basador of
the king of France had bent one
upon her so strange and searching
that Margaret though not naturally
timid had cried aloud involuntarIy anti
clasped her frIends grasp
which she refused to loosen i1l Sholo
had promised to walk by the side ot
pony and allow br to net her trembling I

fingers in the thIck or his clustering
curls I

For the armorers son was in those
simple das an ancient ally of the little
noble damsel and he dramed and not
wIthout some excuse that an age
when every mans strong arm and
brave heart constituted his fortune the
time might come when he might even
himself aspire to Maud Lindesay bar
ons daughter though she wa For
both his father and himself were al
ready hIgh in favor with theIr master
the earl who could crate knights and
dispose lordships as easily and more ef-

fectually than the king himself
The emissaries of the chancellor and

Sir Aleander Livingston did not DC-
omDany the others back to the castle
after the short and haughty answer
which they had received but with their
followers returned the way they had
come to their several headquarters giv-

ing as was natural between foes so
bitter a wide berth to each other on
their northward journeys to Edinburgh
and Stirling

What think you of this days dolngs
Mistress Llndesa asked Sholo
he swung alongside the with I

little Margaret of Douglas hand sun
clutching the thick curls at the back or

I
his neck of honor tossed her shapely
head and with a little pretty uwadcurl of the lip ec1almed Twas a-
stupid

j
day a There was

J

not a single handsome knight nor yet-
Iroeautlrui lady on the acId thIs

l

What of Samcsof Avondale when
knights are bemg jUdged sId SholtO-
wltn giourny satisfaction
boyish and characterIstic he looked
often enough Tour direction to provo
that hc tile not agree with you about
the lack of the euttulladAt this Maud her
pretty nostris yet Lurther into the air
James or Avondale Indeed she Sadlie Is not to be comDaeddignity earl him

rO rt iseat yet many otners whom
know of lesser estate

Sholto MacKlm crIed the clear
piping voice or ltte Margaret how la-
the orld am keep hold ot your
hair If you shake and Jerk your uead
like that If you do not Keep tul I 11
send ror that pretty boy over there In
the scarlet vest or ask my cousin
James to ride with me And he wzil
too I know for he likes braveiy to be
beside my dear Maud Llndesy

Sholto held his head erect and forth
looking as If he had been under tile In-
spection of the earl and were doubt
rul of his weapons passmg muster

There came a subte and roguish
smIle Into the eyes Mistress Maud
Llndesay as she observe the sudden
stidening of

Foul feet slow belies ushionless
and slack are ye to run my lords er-
rands but Quick enow to return home
upon your tramping clatterIng rock or
horses and expecting to rIde over my
bridge of good pine plankIng Instead or
wasning the dirt from Jour hoqfs In
Dee water

Toe long files of horsemen threaded
their way across the green plain or the
Isle toward the open space In front or-

Thrleve caste the points of their
spears shinmS high III the aIr and thesnas tnat seen from a dIs-
tance they made a network or slender
lines reticulated agaInst the sun

The great island fortress of the Doug
laces wa then In its highest tate of-
perlection as a1fortress and dignity as-
a residence Amthibald the Grim who
built the keep could 10t have foreseen-
the wondrous beauty and strength to
which Thrlee had attained under his
successors This night of the VaIpen
shaw the lofty gray walls were
wIth galy colored tapestries drapect
from the overhanging gaUeror WOO <which ran round the top caste
From the four corners or the
the bannerof four provinces which
owned the sway of the mighty house
Galloway nnandale Lanarle and thu
Marches while from the center on tc

taller tiagataff than any flew the stan
dard royal for so It might be cUed
the heat and stars of the DougIas
more than royal houseThe outer walls thus blazoned with
color and the woods around gave back
the constant reerberton of artleras wIth guns
weight the garrison greeted the return
of the carl and his guests The green
caste island from end to end was thick
wih tents and gay with pavilions o-
rnn hues and various designs theIr
wall covered with devIces and each

the colors of its owner while un
peAce without dangled shields and har
ness of varIous kinds ready for the
younger squireto clean and oil for the
use of theIr master on the remaining
days of the tournament

Sholo waIted at the brIdge head im
patent with the press and eager to

alone wIth his own thoughtthat he mIght go over and over
words and looks of his hearts idol and
suck all the sweet pain he could out or
her hardheartedness Suddenly passed
backward from Up to lip according to
the universal and Indeed obligatory
custom of the time there reached hint
the passng of the word He hearci
his own name reneated over dad over
In fO voices and tones waxing louder
as the word reached him

Sholto MacKlmSholto MacKIn
son of Malice the armorer wanted to
speak wiiAr the earl Sholto MacKim-
Sholto

A great nolt of a Moray Highlandman
with a mouth like a gash shouted la
his very ear

To Be Continued Next Week
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No Eappy FZedlum
Puck Miss HichurchWo have a

dreadful time with our clergymen
VisilorWhats the trouble
Miss IllchurchWell the last one was

so reilgiouc that he neglected social mat
tots and this one is so social that heneglects the church


